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Uniform Titles

Uniform titles are used as a means of 
catalog management; therefore, uniform 
title policies are institution specific

Uniform titles are a means of bringing 
together all catalog entries for a work
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Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898.
[Through the looking-glass]
Lewis Carroll’s Through the 

looking-glass and what Alice 
found there / illustrated …

Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898.
[Through the looking-

glass]
Alice through the looking 

glass … / by Lewis 
Carroll; illustrated …

Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898.
[Through the looking-

glass]
Alice through the looking-glass 

/ Lewis Carroll; illustrations 
by …

Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898.
[Through the looking-

glass]
Through the looking-glass 

and what Alice found 
there / Lewis Carroll; 
illustrated by … 

AACR2  25.1A

1
2

3 4
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Uniform Title NAR for the work 
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Uniform Titles/AACR2 Chapter 25

AACR2 Chapter 25 is optional!
The need for a uniform title may vary 
between library catalogs; each library 
may make its own policies regarding 
when a UT title should be established
Contributed UT NARs must be in 
accord with national policies

Each NACO library can set its own policy on which uniform titles, if any, it wishes 
to apply in its catalog.  If a NACO library decides to contribute a name authority 
record for a uniform title, the NAR must be in accord with LC’s policies on uniform 
titles. 

Also, NACO libraries must report any BFM to LC when establishing a uniform title 
for a work that has records showing a different uniform title or no uniform title.



7 Uniform Titles
March 2005

NACO Training for OCLC Libraries

7

Uniform Titles:
Bib. Records vs. NARs

Where are uniform titles found in the 
catalog?
Is an authority record always created 
for a uniform title encountered in 
cataloging?
Contrast with practice for personal 
name, corporate name, and 
geographic name authority records 

Each NACO library can set its own policy on which uniform titles, if any, it wishes 
to apply in its catalog.  If a NACO library decides to contribute a name authority 
record for a uniform title, the NAR must be in accord with LC’s policies on uniform 
titles. 

Also, NACO libraries must report any BFM to LC when establishing a uniform title 
for a work that has records showing a different uniform title or no uniform title.
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When to make a Uniform Title 
NAR (DCM Z1, Intro., p. 2)

1) A reference must be traced on the 
authority record

2) Special research done to establish the 
heading must be recorded

3) The heading is needed for related work 
added entry or subject entry, and no 
bibliographic record for the work exists 
in the LC database (or, for serials, by a 
CONSER record in OCLC or RLIN)

LC only creates a name authority record for a uniform title in the first four 
situations on this slide and the next slide.
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When to make a Uniform Title 
NAR

4) Special information needs to be 
recorded (e.g., citation title for a law)

5) The authority record is needed as part 
of a project or program (e.g., NACO 
participants)

LC only creates a name authority record for a uniform title in the first four 
situations on the previous slide and this slide.  Other NACO libraries do not have to 
be as constrained in creating name authority records for uniform titles. (Z1 Introd., 
p. 2)

Reminder: we will not be covering uniform titles for the following: music; religious 
documents other than the Bible; legal documents other than laws; series and serials.
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Example of a bibliographic record with UT 
for which a NAR would NOT be made:

130  0_  Chicken soup for the soul at work. 
$l Spanish.
245  10  Sopa de pollo para el alma del 
trabajador / $c …

Main entry for item is the uniform 
title itself (130)

FAQ on
UTs

Uniform Titles : NAR 
necessary?

FROM FAQ on UTs (http://lcweb.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco/utfaq.html)
When is a uniform title needed on the bibliographic record without requiring a 
NAR?
A. Generally, when the main entry for an item is the uniform title itself (130), a 
NAR for that uniform title is not made. This is because the bibliographic record 
provides all the access necessary via the 130 and the 245. 
Example 1:
130 0# $a Chicken soup for the teenage soul. $l Spanish
245 10 $a Sopa de pollo para el alma adolecente / $c .....
In this example the creation of a NAR would be redundant.
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Author: Jack Canfield … [et al.]

Uniform Title NAR NOT Created
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FAQ on
UTs

Uniform Titles : NAR 
necessary?

FROM FAQ on UTs (http://lcweb.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco/utfaq.html)
When is a uniform title needed on the bibliographic record without requiring a 
NAR?
B. In a name/title situation, if the title proper of the item is the same as the subfield 
$a of the uniform title, a name/title NAR would also not be made.
Example 2:
100 1# $a Utrecht, Luuk
240 10 $a Rudi van Dantzig. $l English
245 10 $a Rudi van Dantzig : $b a controversial idealist in ballet / $c Luuk Utrecht.

In this example the cross reference would normalize to the same string as the 
name/title, thus, a NAR is not needed. 

Note, that in either case if reseach had been performed and needed to be recorded to 
help sort out a complex situation, a NAR may be created and added to the NAF (in 
example 2 without a cross reference). 
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Uniform Titles : How many NARs?

Not all units of a uniform title need to 
be represented by a NAR:

e.g., when creating a NAR with sub 
elements, an additional NAR for the basic 
element (subfield $t) is not needed
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NAR for the translation
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Uniform Titles : NAR 
modifications

There is often less need for a subfield $b in 
the 670 field of uniform title NARs
Variant form in the subfield $a of the 670 
citation

Name/title x-ref. derived from the work being 
cataloged (Z1 670 justifying references)
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Uniform Titles : NAR modifications
Initial articles are always omitted on 
uniform titles  (AACR2 25.2C1)

Omit alternative titles from UTs (LCRI & 
AACR2 25.3B) 

In some cases, omit statements of 
responsibility that are part of the title 
proper  (LCRI 25.3B)

LCRI 25.3B
Alternative Titles
Omit alternative titles from uniform titles when basing the uniform title on a title 

proper that includes an alternative title.
Statements of Responsibility
If the title proper begins with a statement of responsibility, use judgment in deciding 

whether or not the statement may be separated.  For example, to take two rather 
obvious cases:

1)  For the title proper "Shakespeare's King Lear," "Shakespeare's" can be separated 
and so the uniform title "King Lear" is used. In general, make a name-title 
reference from the title proper for a work entered under a personal or corporate 
heading (cf. 25.2E2).

2)  For the title proper "The John Franklin Bardin omnibus," "John Franklin Bardin" 
is not separable and no uniform title is used.

Between these two obvious extremes, handle more ambiguous cases according to 
one's best judgment (i.e., use "feeling" and examination of typography and 
layout of the chief source and other expressions of the title (cover title, running 
title, etc.)).

Constitutions
Unless 25.3A applies, routinely accept the word "constitution" (or its equivalent) as 

the complete uniform title by virtue of 25.3B.
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Statement of
responsibility
included in
the title. 

USE
AS UT:

Midsummer
night’s
dream

LCRI  25.3B
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Note: 245 in bibliographic record

Uniform Titles : NAR modifications
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Note: 100 auth/title in NAR

Uniform Titles : NAR modifications
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Most common cases when
Uniform Title NARs are created

Translations (25.5C and 25.11)

Same work published under different 
titles (un-revised editions)

Parts of works

Need 6XX or 7XX related work added 
entry on bib. and no bib. for that work 
exists

Collective uniform titles

We’ll look at each of these cases individually.
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Translations : AACR2 25.5C

Enter a translation under the heading 
appropriate to the original (AACR2 
21.14)
Search to find the original title  
Even works that are revised when 
translated remain under heading of the 
original (AACR2 25.2B)
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Translations 
NOTES TO   

LITERATURE
by Theodor W. Adorno

Edited by Rolf Tiedemann
Translated from the 

German by Shierry
Weber Nicholsen

Originally published as
Noten zur Literatur

Columbia University Press
c1991 Cover

AACR2 25.5C

T.P.
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Translations :
Bibliographic record 
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Translations :
Uniform Title NAR 
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Same work published under different titles; 
editions published simultaneously 
(unrevised editions)

“Home country” treated as original edition

If not published in the “home country,” use 
title of edition received first

Simultaneously published editions  
(AACR2  25.3C1) 

Simultaneously published: published in the same year.
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WOODLAND  
WALKS 
IN BRITAIN

1st American edition

By 
Gerald Wilkinson

Unrevised editions

19851985

Simultaneously published editions
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American edition  
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British edition 
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Uniform Title NAR for the work

AACR2
25.3C1
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Revised editions

One edition revision of the other

Two editions linked by a note and 
related work added entry for the earlier 
edition on bib. record for later edition 
(AACR2 25.2B; LCRI 1.7A4)

No NAR!
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BIB 1st

edition

Revised editions
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Bib.
2nd edition

Revision 
of 1st ed.

Revised editions
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One part

More than one part

Three or more unnumbered

Uniform Titles : Parts of a work  
AACR2 25.6

Concept of adequate,
or distinct, titles
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One part

If a separately cataloged part of a work has 
a title of its own, use the title of the part by 
itself as the uniform title

Make a see reference from the heading for 
the whole work and the title of the part as 
a subheading of the title of the whole work 
(see 26.4B2)
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One part

Work

Part
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One part : Bib. record

No UT on the bib. because the title proper would be identical to it.
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AACR2
26.4B2

One part : NAR
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More than one part

Numbered consecutive parts: use the 
designation of the parts in the singular 
as a subheading of title of the whole 
work (AACR2 25.6B1)
Two unnumbered or non-consecutively 
numbered parts: use the UT of first 
part; make name/title added entry for 
second part (AACR2 25.6B2)
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The Iliad

Homer 

Written 800 B.C. 

The Iliad has been divided 
into numbered consecutive 
parts: AACR2 25.6B1

Books I-II

Parts of a work
More than one part
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AACR2
25.6B1

More than one part : Bib. record
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AACR2
25.6B1

More than one part : NAR
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Three or more parts            
(AACR2 25.6B3)

Three or more unnumbered or non-
consecutively numbered parts-- or 
extracts from a work
Use UT for the whole work followed by 
Selections (subfield $k)
If item is translation add Selections 
following name of language
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AACR2
25.6B3Three or more parts
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AACR2
25.6B3

Three or more parts : NAR
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With collective title proper 

Without collective title proper

Two works issued 
together (AACR2 25.7)
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AACR2
25.7A

LCRI
25.7

Two works, with collective 
title proper : Bib. record

Note: In case this comes up, this is an older record and the $x in the subject 
headings would now be coded $v.
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Two works, with collective title 
proper : NAR
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LCRI
25.7

240 NOT 
NECESSARY

Two works, No collective 
title proper

Basic information for UT NAR already appear in BIB record (identical to the title 
given in $a of 245 field), therefore no need to record this same info in NAR.  
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Collective Uniform Titles 
(AACR2 25.8-25.10)

Complete works
Selections
Works in a single form
In each of these cases a 4XX to the 
book title would be needed on the NAR
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Complete works 
(AACR2 25.8A, 25.9-25.10)

Assign the collective title “Works” if …
The item contains author’s complete 
works, or purports to contain them
Add the date of publication in subfield 
$f  (LCRI 25.8)
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AACR2
25.8A &

LCRI 25.8

Complete works : Bib. 
record
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AACR2 &
LCRI 25.8

Complete works : NAR
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Selections (AACR2 25.9)
Item contains three or more but not all 
of an author’s works and an author 
writes in one form
Item contains three or more but not all 
of an author’s works and the author 
writes in various forms
Item consists of extracts, etc. from one 
person’s works
Make same additions that are applicable 
to “Works” (LCRI 25.9)

LC has instructed its catalogers to assume that an author writes in more than one 
form so that the collective uniform title “Selections” is basically applicable to 
collections of three or more works in two or more forms.  When it is known that an 
author writes in only one form, LC applies rule 25.9 as written.

LC only assigns a collective uniform title when the title proper of the collection is 
“inadequate.”  “Inadequate” is defined as a) the title proper is indistinctive or b) the 
item lacks a collective title.  When the cataloger has decided that the title of the 
collection is “inadequate,” then the collective uniform title “Selections” is assigned 
to the item.  In addition, the publication date of the item is given after the uniform 
title.  The same provisions for “Works” also applies to “Selections.”
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AACR2
25.9

Selections : Bib. record

[Selection. Date] is restricted to collection of three or more works in two or more 
forms and the collection lacks an adequate title. 



55 Uniform Titles
March 2005

NACO Training for OCLC Libraries

55

Selections : NAR
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Works in a single form
(AACR2 & LCRI 25.10)

Use one of the following collective titles for 
an item (other than music, see 25.34C) 
that consists of, or purports to be, the 
complete works of a person in one 
particular form:

Correspondence      Essays
Novels                      Plays
Poems                      Prose works
Short stories            Speeches



57 Uniform Titles
March 2005

NACO Training for OCLC Libraries

57

Works in a single form : Bib. 
record AACR2

25.10

Add Selections to the 
collective title if not all of the 
works are in a particular form
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Works in a single form : NAR
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Uniform Title Web sites

UT FAQ
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco/utfaq.html
#2

UT cheat sheets
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco.html

Look under documentation, tools, rules, etc.
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Uniform Title Exercises


